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APPENDIX 3 
 

REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLI NG PLACES 2011 
 

REPRESENTATIONS OF THE RETURNING OFFICER FOR NOTTINGHAM EAST, 
NOTTINGHAM NORTH AND NOTTINGHAM SOUTH CONSTITUENCIE S 

 
1 BACKGROUND  
 
1.1 As Returning Officer for the three Parliamentary constituencies of Nottingham East, 

Nottingham North and Nottingham South, I am required by Section 18C and 
Schedule A1 of the Representation of the People Act 1983 to make representations 
to the City Council on its review of polling districts and places which commenced on 
19 August.  In particular, I am required to comment on the suitability of existing and 
proposed polling stations. 

 
1.2 The determination of polling districts and places is a function reserved to the City 

Council.  The determination of polling stations is a function of the Returning Officer.   
 
1.3 The City Council has used its existing scheme of polling districts and places (as 

applied during the local elections in May 2011) as the basis of the review.  Details of 
this scheme were included in the consultation document on 19 August 2011.  
Fourteen separate representations were received following publication of notice of 
the review: two from electors, one from a school governing body, four from city 
councillors, one from the MP for Nottingham East and six from representatives of 
churches within the City. No representations were received from organisations 
representing disability groups.  

 
1.4 The majority of the polling districts and places within the existing scheme were the 

subject of a detailed site survey during 2007 when the first statutory review was 
undertaken and this included advice from the Council’s Access Officer who surveyed 
every polling station then in use (and in the light of which adaptation works were 
undertaken to improve access for disabled people). There have been no changes to 
polling districts since completion of the review in 2007 although changes have been 
made to polling stations. Any changes made had regard to the requirements of the 
Electoral Administration Act 2006 and Electoral Commission guidance and followed 
consultation with relevant ward councillors and the required public notice.  

 
2 REPRESENTATIONS 
 
2.1 In making my representations on the current scheme of polling districts and places 

and, in commenting on suitable polling stations, I have considered information which 
has been received through the consultation process from electors, councillors, and 
the head teachers of schools currently used as polling places. In respect of the use of 
schools as polling places, I have also had regard to the need to avoid school 
closures wherever possible to minimise the impact on the education of children within 
the City. I have considered feedback obtained following the 2011 local 
elections/national referenda (e.g. via polling station staff, electors, and candidates) 
and from further surveys of existing and potential polling places and stations within 
the City which have been undertaken by Electoral Services’ colleagues in preparation 
for this review. I have also addressed changes in local circumstances where 
previously used polling stations are no longer available. 
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2.2 In considering where polling districts, places and polling stations should be I have also 

addressed the following key issues:-  
• whether all electors have such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable; 
• whether , as far as is reasonable and practicable, polling places are accessible to 

all electors, including those who are disabled, and are easy to find and avoid 
barriers such as major roads; 

• that polling places should be within the polling district unless it is not possible to 
find a suitable place within the area; 

• whether a polling district  is small enough to indicate to electors throughout that 
district how they will be able to reach the polling station 

• the number of electors per polling station and place and the numbers who vote by 
post ; 

• the number of postal voters and turn out 
• the balance between the quality of a venue as a polling place/station (access and 

facilities including those available to polling station staff) and the distances 
between residents and the venue.   

 
2.3 In the attached schedule I recommend some limited changes to polling places.  

Taking account of the information available to me and the issues set out in 
paragraphs 2.1 and 2.2 above, I consider that least change is appropriate given the 
electorate’s familiarity with current arrangements derived from a recent election and 
given the limited number of representations received through the consultation 
process.  While there is a legal requirement to formally review parliamentary polling 
districts and places every four years, in practice Electoral Services will review 
arrangements annually so as to ensure that the Council’s scheme keeps pace with 
local changes and so that, as far as is practicable, all electors have appropriate and 
accessible facilities for casting their vote. 

 
Jane Todd  
Returning Officer 
Nottingham City Council 
 
30 September 2011 
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